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MOST IN

CLARE PEDDIE

SOUTH Australia is leading
the country on climate action,
renewables and waste man-
agement so it’s no wonder the
state is home to a wealth of tal-
ented individuals in the envi-
ronment sector.

As part of The Advertiser
and Sunday Mail Green Zone
campaign, we asked a panel of
experts to rank the most influ-
ential people in this important
arena.

The panel adopted the strict
criteria: (1) most influential in
the environment space within
the past two decades; and, (2)
currently living in SA.

Internationally  acclaimed
conservation biologist Prof
Hugh Possingham and panel
member, chair of the Universi-
ty of Adelaide’s Environment
Institute, said it was no sur-
prise that Dr Barbara Hardy,
94, wasno. 1.

“Barbara’s work and influ-
ence will continue for decades,
if not centuries,” he said.

“It has been huge. She was
into conservation well before it
was popular.”

When Dr Hardy was named
Senior Australian of the Year
in 2014, she was recognised for
having  “initiated  many
changes to public policy, prac-
tice and even the way people
think about science and the
environment”,

Australian Science Media
Centre chief executive Susan-
nah Eliott led the panel, which
also included the Environment
and Water Department’s
executive director of strategy,
science and corporate services,
Sandy Carruthers and former
department chief executive
Sandy Pitcher, along with Prof
Possingham, who works at the
University of Queensland.

Dr Barbara Hardy, earth

scientist, conservationist
Universally admired and re-
spected, Dr Barbara Hardy
has been a firm fixture of the
local environment

sector  over
decades.

Ecological
Horizons'
Katherine
Moseby,
" John Read

Associate

Wife of the late Thomas
Hardy of the famous wine-
making family, Dr Hardy has
dedicated much of her life to
volunteeering, advocating for
science education, raising
money the environment and
community causes.

As one of the University of
Adelaide’s first female science
graduates in 1947, Dr Hardy
took a role with CSIRO but
soon turned to volunteering.

She has lobbied politicians
about environmental and heri-
tage issues, helped save Kings-
ton House from demolition,
supported the Australian Heri-
tage Commission and Land-
care, and established the
National Parks Foundation
(now the Nature Foundation).

Prof Chris Daniels, Green

Adelaide chair
Boundless energy and enthusi-
asm for conserving wildlife and
connecting people with nature
has propelled Professor Chris
Daniels into a multitude of
roles.

The former Cleland Wild-
life Park director is the driving
force behind Adelaide’s bid to
become a National Park City,
as chair of the SA Government
agency responsible for land-
scape management of the
state’s capital: Green Adelaide.

He retains his professor title
through connections te both
UniSA, where he set up the
Barbara Hardy Institute, and
University of Adelaide.

Professor Daniels has writ-
ten 10 books including Our
Country (2021), Adelaide Na-
ture of a City (2005) and Adel-
aide Water of a City (2010),
plus more than 250 scientific
and community publications.

Assoc Prof David Paton,

University of Adelaide
ecologist, BioR director
Never afraid to speak truth to
power, passionate ecologist
Professor  David
Paton is a champion for the

management of overabundant
animals, and landscape re-
sponses to fire and drought.
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Dr Katherine Moseby,

Ecological Horizons
After 25 years of living and
working in Australia’s deserts,
Dr Katherine Moseby is at the
forefront of SA's efforts to con-
serve and reintroduce wildlife.

A co-founder of four con-
servation projects: Arid Recov-
ery, Tetepare Island, Wild
Deserts and Middleback Al-
liance, Dr Moseby has found
new ways Lo restore biodiversi-
ty including a feral-proof fence
that can stop foxes at the
ground and cats from climbing
over. With her husband Dr
John Read, Dr Moseby runs
consultancy Ecological Hori-
zons, providing pest and native
fauna monitoring and advice.

Dr John Read, Ecological

Horizons, Uni Adelaide
On the frontline of the war
against feral cats in SA’s arid
lands is Dr John Read.

A co-director Ecological
Horizons with his wife Dr
Katherine Moseby, Dr Read
developed the Felixer, a device
that uses lasers to identify feral
cats and mark them with poi-
son gel, killing them while
sparing local wildlife.

Between projects, Dr Read
has authored several books on
his time in the SA Outback.

He also founded the Thyla-
tion Foundation, a not-for-
profit  company  helping
develop and commercialise
new conservation innovations.

'‘Assoc Prof Monica

Oliphant, physicist
Solar power pioneer Monica
Oliphant has devoted her long
career — and much of her own
time without financial reward
— to the promotion of renew-
able energy both in Australia
and overseas.

She stud-
ied physics at
the Universi-
ty of Adel-
aide, where
she met hus-
band Mi-
chael, son of
famous physicist Sir Mark Ol-
iphant, then London.

As a senior research scien-
tist with the Electricity Trust of
SA for almost two decades,
Mrs Oliphant’s work on re-
newable energy enabled grid-
connected solar and wind.

Volunteering her time on
boards and energy associations
culminated in the presidency
of the International Solar En-
ergy Society (2008-09). She
was named Senior South Aus-
tralian of the Year in 2016.

Parry Agius, Linking

Futures, Consultant
As an inspiring leader and fa-
cilitator, Parry Agius brokers
partnerships between Indigen-
ous groups, government and
industry, drawing on a back-
ground in community devel-
opment, native title, natural
resource management and pri-
mary industries.

He has worked for and with
all tiers of government, small
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and medium business, larger
corporations and not-for-prof-
it Indigenous groups and busi-
nesses in remote and regional
communities.
In 2000,
he was
awarded the
first  Prime
Minister’s 7
Centenary (/4
Medal for his
work with Aboriginal people.
As chair of the new Alinyt-
jara  Wilurara  Landscape
Board and previously presid-
ing member of the Alinytjara
Wilurara Natural Resources
Board (2011-19) he leads the
conservation, traditional use
and occupation of more than
250,000sq km from the North-
ern Territory and West Aus-
tralian borders south to the
Great Australian Bight.

Sarah Sutter, Nature

Play SA CEO
A new generation of children is
learning to love the outdoors
under the leadership of former
netballer Sarah
Sutter.

As Nature
Play SA chief
executive from
its inception in
2014, Ms Sut-
ter has built
the organisation to encourage
children, families and schools
to get back into nature and
spend time outdoors.

When the pandemic made
these events almost impossible
to organise of late, Ms Sutter
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