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The plains-wanderer is an odd little bird
with some very specific needs.

Small and guail-like, plains-wanderers
are unusual among birds in that the
male is smaller and plainer than the
female.

Females have a black and white
speckled collar and a reddish patch on
their chest, and are also responsible for
the species' mating call, a distinctive,
deep, repetitive “oom"” that can be
mistaken for a cow's moo.

Onece she has laid her eggs, she leaves
o find another mate, leaving the male
to incubate the eggs and raise the
chicks an his own.

They favour open country and prefer

a precise mix of open ground and

low vegetation. Their fussy nature,
combined with a tendency to run rather
than fly when threatened, have left

the once-widespread species critically
endangered, through a combination of
land clearing and predation by foxes
and cats.

Researcher Saskia Gerhardy has been
studying plains-wanderers for four
years, looking far the cryptic species in
the far north of South Australia.

She is currently working on a citizen
science project in partnership with the
Sa Arid Lands Landscape Board, which
has recently confimed the species for
the first time near Marla, in the state's
far north.
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“It was thought they anly lived in
grasslands,” Saskia says. “They're
known as the Goldilocks bird because
everything has to be just right.”

But when she reviewsd previous
scientific studies, she was intrigued by
the number of reported sightings of the
birds in areas outside of their known
range.

“It turms out they might mot be

that picky about the exact type of
wvegetation, but height, density and
open space are the keys. To persist as
long as they have, there must be some
adaptability. They seem to be more
robust than we were led to believe.”
Plains-wanderers have mever been
formally recorded in the AW region

but there hawe been credible sightings
ower the years, so AW Ecologist Brett
Backhouse and Senior Project Officer
Paul Gregory set up some Song Meter
audio recorders on the Mullarbor o
listen aut for the plains-wanderer's call.
The automated devices are set to
record audic at dawn and dusk. They
have a range of about 100 metres,
which is a wery small area in the contesxt
of the vast Mullarbor Flain.

Locations have been chosen based on
previous reported sightings. and areas
where the density of groundoover look
to be just right.

The recordings will be passed on

1o Saskia for analysis, and while the
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Needle in a haystack: seekingplaihsiwdnderets

search may seem like looking for a
neadle in a haystack, she's optimistic
the birds are indeed wandernng the
plains of the AW region.

"We have encugh data to say theyre
living in & wider area than previoushy
thought, there are multiple reports and
sightings owver time, but we just haven't
been looking for them here,” Saskia
says. "We can't say for certain, but the
likelinood is high that they're cut there.
We just need the right people with the
right skills in the right place at the right
time.”

Haiee pior Seen & pioms-
wondarer? ¥ou con be
ot of e praject — click
oF soewt e QR cooke [
repRrt pesr Sighing

Keeping a smart eye on warru

designed
specially for
Indigenous
rangers, is
being trialled at
wearmu colonies
In the Anangu
Pitjantjatjara
Yankunytjatiara
(APY) Lands.
WintiCams {or
‘smart’ cameras) will be able to count
warry and ket rangers know immediately
if feral cats or foxes are detected.

The cameras are smart because they
have an onboard computer that only
keaps images of interest. NintiCams alsa
autematically mask human images to
protect privacy and cultural sensitivities.
Founding Warrd Ranger Jacoch
McKenzie [pictured with John Read,
above) suggested the cameras should
be called NintiCams, a name supported
by Pitjantjatjara elder Peter Watson.
‘Warru Ranger Anna Young assisted with
installing the first MintiCam near Kalka.

“We hunted around for a good spot that
had connection to mobile tower and
plenty of warru kuna {droppings). and
sun, but not too much wind for solar
panedl”, said Anna.

Thylation, the company that has
developed the Feliver automated feral
predator device, donated the first two
MintiCams to the APY Warru Recovery
Project. Thylation engineer Amthony

Hill showed Ethan Dagg (pictured
together top right) the live feed from the
second MintiCam on his phone as it was
installed in the Warru Pintji, the large
predator-proof exclosure built to protect
warru. Later he was able to share the
images of warru, which will be used

far further training the identification
software.

“At present it takes several months
before camera traps are downloaded
and images processed, soitis
impossible for me to know where to
target my shooting,” APY feral pest
controller Ethan Dagg said. "Having
access to MintCam imformation from
the previous few nights, or ewen hours,
should help us control problem pests™

Farewell Les Mundy

Paula Modra

Recently, we said farewell to Les as
he finishes up with AW and mowves

am to his next chapter. During his
time with us, Les has been a valued
member of the Operations Team and
made valuable confributions to all ouwr
projects, especially through his work
supporting ranger groups and getting

out on Country alongside communities
across the region.

Les brought valuable knowledge,
practical skills, and a strong connection
to the work he was involved in. He
played an important role in supporting
ranger teams on the ground and was
always willing to share his experience

“These test
MintiCams

with separate
4G modems
and infra-red
lights will =oon
be replaced

by smaller
MintiCams with
the kghts and
45 connection
inside,” Anthony
Hill explained.
Thiylation

has received
support from

an Awustralian
Government
Gamechanger
grant to dewvelop
these cameras
for a range of other applications, but
this warru project is funded entirely by

Thiylation.

Jofin Fedd 15 an independant Consenaghon
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and lend a hand where needed. 1
was especially rewarding to see his
confidence and capabilities continue
ta grow over time, particularly in
leadership roles working with ranger
groups and community members.

‘Working on Country was something Les
genunely valued, and his connection
with people and communities was
evident in the relationships he built
along the way. His contribution has
been appreciated by colleagues,
ranger groups, and the wider
community alike.

pie thank Les for his time with the team
and wish him all the very best for the
future and the opperiunities ahead.
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